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\ARCHDEACON and GENTLE MEN, 


abe the Boldneſs to tell the World, 
it was by your Deſires that this 
9) Diſcourſe becomes publick, that I 
i once declare that I ſaſpected my own 
went, tho I could not, when preſs'd 
whly, diſtruſt yours. If it has that 
| which was by me deſign d when 
Id, and I dare ſay by you, when you 
its Publication, viz. the eternal Sal- 
of ourſelves and our Hearers, I ſhall 
ubly pleas'd in having granted your 
„ becauſe I ſhall have this Additional 


tion, of having ſhewd myſelf, 
Mr. Archdeacon and Gentlemen, 


Your very Affectiouate Brother, 
and moſt Humble Servant, 


EDM. Ryves. K 


e 
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2 Cor. iv. Part of VerſeÞ>. 


— Not walking in Crafti- 
neſs, nor handling the Word 
of God deceitfully 5.— 


F TER the Apoſtle in the fore- 
going Chapter had ſhewn the Ex- 
[2 1881 cellency of his Miniſtry, and ſta- 
ted a Compariſon of the Mini- 
ſters of the Goſpel with thoſe of 
Law, he inferrs in the Beginning of this, 
therefore Seeing we have this Miniſtry, 
ve have receiv d Mercy we faint not, but 
renonnc'd the hidden Things of Diſho- 
„ not walking in 'Craftineſs, nor handling 
Word of God deceitfully; but by Mani- 
ion of the Truth commending ourſelves to 
Man's Conſcience in the Sight of God. 
far tis our Duties, who are the Suc- 
Irs of the Apoſtles, to obſerve thefe 
tionss of wine deplorable Conſequence 
our 


we, corn to Cliiſtianity itſelf; and how 
y fo doing, we may bring our Perſons, ane 
with thoſe who are not able rightly to di 
ſtinguiſh, even our Office itſelf into Con 
tempt, I need not obſerve in this Place; j 
being what every one will readily grant: 
firſt hearing. 34 | 

But I know not by what ſtrange Infat 
ation, bat I believe chiefly by the bewitc 
ing Charms and Allurements of Self-Interel 
Religion is perfectly ſunk into worldly p. 
licy, among too many. of its Prieſts, as we 
as its Profeſſors. Their Behaviour in t 
World, and the Doctrines they ſhould teac 
to advance their Hearers to the Kingdom 
Heaven, is now deſign'd only to prome 
their own Intereſt on Earth, whilſt the Cl 
racter of ſome Stateſman, or the Intereſt 
a Party, are ſuffer'd to take place of 
Doctrine of the Apoſtles ; whilſt they ſt 
to pleaſe Men more than God; and to t 
End; .preach themſelves more than Cl 
crucified. When 1 confider the Unreaſ 
bleneſs of the Separation from us; that! 
ſhould plead Conſcience againſt thole 
remonies, which are the moſt innocent 
uſeful, the maſt pertinent and lignific 
and which, being eſtabliſnd by a lay 
Authority, and never yet prov'd finial, 
mand of em the niecſt aud moſt q 


1 


b 87 ( 7 ) ; 
plervation; I am perfectly aſtoniſh'd and 
afounded with the Reflection: But then, 
ben 1 again conſider, how many of anr 
m Church make Intereſt their Rule; how 
y Doubles may be obſerv'd in many of 
ir Writings ; how many are ſilent at leaſt; 
many endeavour to palliate and miti- 
te the Schiſm; their Abhorrence of our 
uch ſeems to me to be leſs a Wonder, 
en they ſee ſo many of ourſelves fo lit- 
concern'd for it. When I conſider the 
at Number of Atheiſts, Deiſts, Socinians, 
| Free-Thinkers, which daily increaſe in 
Parts of this Kingdom, and the En- 
agements they meet with from ſome Per- 
| of Diſtinction, as adding to the Num- 
of the Church's Enemies; I am fearful, 
j are only following the Examples of 
Falſe Brethren among ourſelves, and 
they have the ſame Liberty with o- 
tof interpreting away the Senſe of Scri- 
if they can proſecute their Intereſt 
be World; and upon whom our Argu- 
and Exhortations can have little or 
uence, when they have but too much 
n to ſuſpect they have no Effect upon 
hes. Theſe, my Brethren, are but me- 
bly Reflections, and ſuch Truths, as 
rather to be figh'd out than ſpoken 

On the other hand, I would fain 
to what is owing, that Popery, (of 
which 
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(8:) 
which all true Members of the Church « 
England have the utmoſt Abhorrence) wit 
all its Superſtitions and Contradictions, ca 
even keep up its Head, and appear bar 
fac'd in the World: To Nothing certain 
but to the Steddineſs of their Behaviour, 
their maintaining even Falſe Principles wit 
out wavering, and to their being at 

Times, and upon all Occaftons, the ſan 
And ſurely, one would think, that if a C 
ſtancy. of Behaviour and intrepid Reſolutic 
have ſuch a mighty Influence; towards ke 
Ing and ſupporting a Superſtitious and F; 
Church, the ſame cannot but much m 
contribute to the Increaſing and Promot 
of a True one. If a firm Determination 
to yield, or comply, has hitherto protel 
one Sort of our Enemſes, and the Wan 
ſuch an one in ourſelves, been an En 
ragement to the reſt; we have nothing 
do, but by the Example of the one, to 
the malicious Contrivances of the other 
ſtick. faſt to our Profeſſion ; to bun the 

tho we pay never fo dear for it; an 
#0 ſell it, tho' to the greateſt Advantage 
to diſtinguiſh away the Doctrines of 8. 
for any temporal Advancement; or, in 
pliment to our Adverſaries, to propagate 
Opinions, as are deſtructive of the Aut 
of the Prieſthood; but to fpeak ever 
the Truth from his Heart, without Part 
Mt 7 
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1 
jt Hypocriſy, ot walking in Craftineſs, 
lire the Word of God deceit fully, | 


or which Wards I ſhall ſhew, 


5 How many Ways a Man may be ſaid 
jk in Craftineſs, and to handle the 
of God deceitfully. 

wdly, I ſhall endeavour to anſwer ſome 
iſe Pretences and Excuſes which may 
rally made for ſo doing. 

, I ſhall make an Inference or two, 
conclude. 


f, 1 ſhall new how many Ways a Man 
* (aid to walk in Craftineſs, and to 
the Word of God deceitfully. 
the former of theſe Expreſſions ſeems 
iy our Carriage and Deportment in 
old ; the latter, our Expoſition of Scri- 
Irom the Pulpit. | 
o the firſt therefore, a Man may be ſaid 
Ik in Craftineſs, when his Actions are 
s are a manifeſt Contradiction to his 
Opinions and Sentiments of Things: 
a Man ſhall declare ſuch are his 
phts before one Sett of Men, and act 
dtherwiſe to oblige another; when the 
anding ſhall be forc'd to give way to 
Ill, and a Man ſhall be confuted before 
convinced. Our Diſſenters themſelves, 
Ars, ſhould teach us better Things; they 
wt they pretend to be; we pretend to 
Wat we are not. Theſe are mean and 
n B unworthy 


(10) 


unworthy Actions in Laymen; and yet 
as, I am afraid, may be imputed to 
Perſons of another Character. Hypocri 
certainly a moſt odious Thing, hatef 
God as well as Man; the Fhpocrite's 
ſhall periſh, ſaith Jab: And in another 
What is the Hope of the Hypocrite, tho hy 
gain'd, when God taketh away his Soul ? 
mating, that tho' he ſhould ſucceed in 
he defign'd ; yet what he would get by it 
would by no means be an Equivalent to 
he would loſe hereafter. On the other 
among Men there is nothing more deteſt 
he is a Perſon in whom no Truſt or C 
dence can be repos'd, and in whom no 
Man will place any, not even his Fr 
whom beet 4550 he may have ſerv'd b 
Hypocriſy ; ſo that he is excluded the f 
of all manner of Converſation ; and, 
Juggler's Trick, as ſoon as he's diſcover 
is by all Men deſpis'd, as highly filly ar 
ſignificant: Whereas the plain, undiſg 
honeſt Man, whoſe Words are always 
able to his Thoughts, and his Actions 
Words, commands a Reverence and E 
from his very Enemies, who muſt com. 
his Integrity, tho they diflike his Judgd.” 
to act contrary to which, no Conſider; 
could warp or byaſs him: He is not i 
new Ways, where there may be many WW. 
ings and Turnings, and where proba 
migat be loſt -and bewildred ; but wa 
conſtantly in ſuch Paths as he has beet 

acqu 


( 11) 
nted with ; and therefore, as he wal. 
bey, he walketh ſurely : He is the ſame 
Nick as in Private, the ſame in both 
tay, to Day, and for Life: He is not 
urry d away with every Blaſt of Doctrine, 
dlight of Men, and Cunning Craftineſs ;, 
the ſame in this, and all other Govern- 
and therefore the fitteſt to be traſted 
He appears what he is, fo that all 
wow him; he therefore cannot deceive, 
tall Men truſt him; his Duty is his 
b that God will reward him: He has 
gs or Deſigns, but for the Good of his 
hor Country; no Proſpect, but to the 
lecompence of Reward; where, be- 
t that is faithful hath promis'd, he can- 
deceiv'd in his Expectation: Whereas 
te otherwiſe with the Men of this 
; tho? their Schemes and Projects are 
er ſo artfully, -tho' they think they 
kcure of their Aim, that tis ſcarce in 
jer of Fortune to prevent it, many a 
cident may happen, to daſh in Pieces 
ten, blaſt their Hopes, and leave 'em 
demn'd, Unpreferr'd, Unpity'd. And 
ould appeal to the Man of Craftineſs 
ey, whether he can think it worth 
to forfeit his Honour and his Con- 
by acting contrary to his Thoughts 
nion, to make himſelf odious both to 
Man, by uſing Means ſo baſe and 
irable, to compaſs an End ſo little, 
ly'd, ſo uncertain : Nor will the Pre- 
B 2 tence 


(612) 
tence of altering his Opinion, or chan 
his Thoughts of Things, be a much b 
Plea; which is | 

| Secondly, Another Way Men have of 
ing in Craftineſs. They are aſham'd tc 
that they act contrary to their Opinions 
therefore they leave em off, as they do 
Cloaths when they are old and unfaſhio! 
Upon any Alteration in the Climate, 
are for thoſe that will keep *em warmer 
that they entirely lay aſide thoſe they 
but out of a Principle of good Hus} 
keep em by them, and reſolve to we 
again, if the Times ſhoald turn, an- 
ſhould once' more become in Faſhion : 
liging and complaiſant are theſe Men 
_ ciples, that they are always prepar fo 
treat, even at a Moment's Warning; : 
on an Emergency to keep 'em on the | 
Side, the exact Contrary (hall preſcnt!) 
traduc'd in their room. 

Whether this Thing or that be fin 
unlawful, is not to the Purpoſe, but q 
of rhe Queſtion with ſuch Perſons ; b 
ther it be Expedient, whether the Nece 
the Times, or their on, may require itY 
ther *twould not ſuit better with th 
cumſtances, that ſuch a Thing was true 
them a much weightier Confidcratio! 
whether it be really ſo, or no. Hend 
that ſome Moderate Men of late have 
hot for the Doctrine of Reſiſtance ; 
ſince their Judgments have been rip 


(13) 
been as zealous for Paſſive Obedience, as either 
Peter or S. Paul. Hence they are forc'd to 
fly to their Reſerves and Diſtinctions, to keep 
of the Imputation of ſo manifeſt a Contra- 


Proteus in Opinion, ſo many Weathercocks' 
in Religion, that can point North-Eaſt, or 
South-Weſt, as they pleaſe; that they are fo 
widely different from-themſclves in many of 
their Performances, and this too even in Pub- 
lick, that they are ſcarce to be known by any 
thing but their Perſons. Such an one thinks it 
ſafer to own he was miſtaken, than to loſe 
his Intereſt, which his Modeſty would oblige 
him to repeat, even on the contrary Occaſion; 
and ſo he would be Nothing but Contradi- 
ction to the End of his Days. How far ſuch 
Perſons are to be truſted, what Aſſurances 
they can have of the Continuance of ſuch 
ſlippery: Friendſhip, I ſhall leave to the Poli- 
ticians themſelves to conſider; but I ſhould 
think that one ſtedfaſt Friend, whom I knew 
to be fo: upon Principle, was preferable to 
ten thouſand of ſuch Occaſional, Time-ſer- 
ving Pretenders: He would be always the ſame 
in Proſperity and Adverſity; he would not 
leave me then, when I-moſt wanted him; but 
I ſhould be ſure of his Advice and Aſſiſtance 
even in the greateſt Extremity : He would 
ſtick at no Charge, and fear no Danger, to 
ſupport that Cauſe he was once firmly em- 
barked in; nor would he be idle, and ſtand 
Neuter, if it ſhould happen to be involv'd in 


dition.” Hence it is, that we obſerve ſo many 


ſnch - 


Primitive Catholick Church. Many other 


n) 
ſueh Difficulties, as to require his Pen in its 
Defence. Which is a 0 

- Third Way ſome Men have of walking in 
Craftineſs. That they may not ſeem to aq 
againſt, or ſhuffle with their Principles, they 
keep *em to themſelves, put on the Mask of 
Moderation, tho' the Cauſe of God and Re. 
ligion demand em; ſtand Neuter, and fo are 
in the World as if they were out of it: They Win 
are Men of ſach extraordinary Temper, that With 
nothing can diſturb em; put what Religions 
you pleaſe into the Scales, with ſuch Men 
they are always even, and as little a Thing 
will turn them one Way as the other: They 
are Friends to every one in Turn, as their In- 
tereſt directs em, tho' they never will declare 
it, till they ar: actually ſerv'd by him: They 
are not ſtrait- lac d and bound up to the little 
Ceremony of Epiſcopacy, but could diſpenſe 
with ſach Trifles for the Advantage of a Lay. 
Elderſhip, and reſolve to be true Proteſtants, 
tho':they are no longer Members of the truly 


Ways there are of walking in Craftineſs; but 
J am oblig'd to haſten to the ſecond Thing 
propos'd, which was to ſhew, 

+ Secondly, How many Ways a Man may be 
ſaid to handle the Word of God deceitfully, 
as this Expreſſion ſignifies our Expoſition of 
Scripture from the Pulpit. And, 

I. We may be ſaid to handle the Word of 
God deceirfully, when we put falſe Interpre- 
tations upon any Text of Scripture, and make 
7] | it 


( 15) 


t ſpeak otherwiſe, it may be, quite contrary. 


to what the Holy Spirit did intend : When we 
make the Expounding the holy Writings, 
yvhich are deſign'd as our Rule and Guide to 
mother World, a Means only of thriving and 
kcuring an Intereſt in this, and are little con- 
n' d what becomes of Truth, if the Words 
of Scripture come near what we would prove, 
tho? the Senſe of it be never fo far from it. 
This is a baſe Art, and what I fear is too 
nuch practis d, as you may obſerve by the. 
buſe of the Word Moderation, in S. Paul's 
Epiſtle to the Phil. (the only Place in which 
ts ever once mention'd in the whole Bible) 
n which all Commentators agree; and the 
Context is a plain Proof, that T6 #rwauec, 
yhich our Tranſlation renders Moderation, 
fenifies Meekneſs and Patience under Suffe- 
ings; and yet, which ſome Men would per- 
ade us, imports a Lukewarmneſs in Reli- 
gon; and of which the Lords being at hand 
b given in the next Words as a Reaſon, who 
wuld not be ſuppos'd to command Men to be 
uch, as he would ſpew out of his Mouth Which 
Interpretation therefore is ſo plain a Contra- 
lition to what God ſaid to the Church of 
the Laodiceans, that I think more need not, 
cannot. be ſaid againſt it. Tho various have 
deen the falſe Interpretations of Scripture for 
Politick Ends of late Years; yet whilſt they 
ae thus juggling that great Men may promote 
em, (may we all of us pray, that God would 
forgive *em!) it muſt be acknowledg'd even 

« | ſcanda- 


* 
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ſcandalous in this Place to repeat em, and 
unneceflary in this Audience to animadvert 
upon em. Only give me Leave to ſay, that 
Nothing can be more Impious, Nothing more 
Blaſphemous, than to bring Truth itſelf to 
atteſt a Falſhood, to produce the great God 
of Heaven and Earth to teſtify a Lye. What 
ſtrange Apprehenſions muſt they be under at 
the great Day of Account, that tho they had 
the Light, they walked in Darkneſs; nay, that 
they made that very Light Darkneſs? And 
how muy may it be apply'd to any one © 
em, If the Light that is in thee be Darkniſs 
hom great 1s that Darkneſs? © | 

II. Another Method by which ſome Men 
may be ſaid to handle the Word of God de 
ceitfully, is, when for fear of bringing them 
ſelves into Diſrepute, and baffling their Ex- 
pectations, they do not give thoſe Arguments 
that may be drawn from Scripture their ful 
Force, when they do not draw thoſe Infe 
rences and Concluſions that may naturally be 
made from em. All Capacities, God knows 
are not capable of Inferring ; and therefore 
tho” we do not lead our Congregations into 
Errors by falſe Interpretations; yet if we do 
not put Things in a clear Light, if we do no 
in this Caſe ſupply the Want of their Abilt- 
ties, our Preaching may at leaſt be ſaid to be 
in vain: But when this ſhall. be purpoſely 
omitted, and ſome Worldly End is to be 
ſerv'd by it; when Men ſhall have Views even 


in their Silence; and Heaven, which ſhould by 
ot the 


(17) 
only one, no Part of em; they muſt b 
Men be allow'd to be falſe to their Truſt, 


Mal- Adminiſtration. Such has frequent- 
been the perſuaſive Eloquence of Silence 
don the Expreſſion) with ſuch as count 
Men for 'em that are not againſt them, 
it as many have obtain'd their Ends this 
Y, as by the moſt elegant and pathetical 
angues. This is an artful Way of giving 

a Cauſe, and has the ſame fatal Tendency, 
if they had actually in Words declar'd it: 
the People, God be thanked, have ſuch 
Honour for the Clergy, that they juſtly 
they would not omit their Duty of ſay- 
what they could in Defence of any Arti- 
of their Church, when the Subject is be- 
em; and therefore, when they do not, 
; conclude they cannot, and ſo chime in 
th our Adverſaries, that what is objected to 
s unanſwerable. So inexcuſable is it, to 
Mealy- mouth; of fuch dreadful] Conſe- 
ence, not to be full upon ſuch Occaſions, 
Ibirdly and Lf, We may be ſaid to han- 
the Word of God deceitfully, when we 
Wioufly avoid ſuch Subjects, as would a- 
ken the Conſciences of ſome great Men, 
H ſo gain the [11-Will of ſuch Perſons, as 
her have been, or may be hereafter likely 
de beneficial to us; when we do not apply 
Doctrine to reform Men from thoſe Sins 


| 


d- Manners, or for ſome worſe Reaſons, 


d will ſome time be ſeverely accounted with | 


lieh ſo eaſily beſet em; but in Point of 


C preach 
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preach againſt ſuch Sins as they are ſeldom e 
never guilty of. What is this now, but F 
couraging em in their Vices; and. by fo 
bearing to acquaint em with che Heinouſe 
of em, to make em by degrees queſtion, wh 
ther they are in Truth fo, or no; till at |; 
they (ink into downright Infidelity, and 0 
believe that God, whoſe Miniſters had r 
Courage or Honeſty enough in time to oj 
em Warning? Whereas, did we but careful 
obſerve the. Actions of Men, and, like got 
. Phyſicians of the Soul, apply, without oo 
ſtinction or Partiality, ſuch Remedies as w 
proper for thofe Diſtempers they were ſe 
rally poſſeſs'd with, our Hopes of Cure wo 
not be all our Satisfaction; but we ſhould hal.” 
this comfortable Thought, it we ſhould 
diſappointed, that we had perform'd our DEW; 
ties to the utmoſt of our Power, and that 
is of themſelves, if they periſh. And tl 
I have done with my firſt general He: 
which was to ſhew, how many Ways a \ 
may be ſail to walk in Craftineſs, and to han 
the Word of God deceitflly. I procced tot! 
Second, Which was to anſwer fore of th 
Pretences and Excuſes, which may beuge 
rally made for fo doing, And they arc 1. 
wiſe three. 


| 1 
I. 'Self-latereſt. 0 
2. Fear. And, - N 


3. A Miſapplication of Gratitude. And 0 
x. Self. Intereſt, as it is an Excuſe the 2 
ſeldom uſed, it being unqueſtionably the 1 


4 
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meful Plea, is certainly the trueſt they can 
pke for themſelves. With this View all their 
tions are perform'd ; to this End all their 
ſigns and Contrivances tend. A Place in 
urch or State, of great Profit and Advan- 
e, is the Heaven they purſue; and even 
ity itſelf is forc'd to withdraw, when 'tis 
onfGſtent with ſuch Means as would bring 
m thither: For this can Men act contrary to 
eir Principles, change and vary 'em as they 
aſe, and ſometimes profeſs none at all: 
r this have ſome among our Brethren put 
e Interpretations upon the Scripture ; for 
is they have been ſometimes ſilent, and 
metimes talk'd nothing to the Purpoſe: To 
s maſt all good Neighbourhood and Friend- 
Ip give place; for curſed are all alike that 
nd in their Way. To this are owing all 
boſe Jealouſies and Fea s, that Party-Ca»ſe, 
1 thoſe invidious Diſtinctions that are un- 
Ippily made among us; which, it not time— 
prevented, will, ſooner or later, be our 
tin, Now, tho? this Way of Proceeding 
mean and pitiful in all Men, of what Rank, 
tore, or Quality ſoever; yet is it more 
nſpicuoully fo in aClergy win. We profels, 
at we deſpiſe the Riehes of this World, that 
hey are all Vanity and Vexation of iritʒ and 
fear too many never perceive it ſo ſen- 
ly, as when they are diſappointed of em. 
hey tell their People, how hard it is for a 
t Man to enter into the Kinadom of Heaven, 
dd yet ſpare no Pains to entangle themſclves 
G3 in 


In vain are al? their elegant and finely turn 


(20) 
in the ſame Difficulties, This is enough te 
make Men ſuſpe& that they mean a Prefe 
ment by the Land of Promiſe, and that an emi 
nent Dignity is the Haven where they would h. 
In vain do they perſuade others againſt wh: 
they practiſe themſelyes, whoſe Examples ar 
ſo plain a Contradiction to their Doctrines 


Periods to recommend Heaven and anothe 
World, when their Actions and Inclinatio 
tend wholly towards this. I need not fa 
more in Anſwer to ſo ſlender an Excuſe | 
Self-Intereſt, but Juſt to mention it; fince t 
in itſelf as mean and diſhonourable, as th 
Actions themſelves tis produc'd in Defen 
of, I ſhall go on therefore to the ſecond Pl 
which theſe Walkers in ay rec and thi 
Handlers of the Word of God deceitfully, mi 
generally make in their Excuſe ; which is, 

2. Fear. Of all the Paſſions of the Min 
this is certainly the baſeſt. A Coward is n 
capable of being a Friend to any Perſon 
any Cauſe: As the other would deſert it 
his Intereſt, ſo would he for his Safety a 
Security; as the other deſires more, ſo are | 
Reſolutions to keep what he hath, and bo 
at the Expence both of their Conſcicnce a 
their Principles. If you tie him never ſof 
by the Obligations of Gratitude, Friendſh 
or Relation ; upon any little Shadow of 
pretended Danger, he'll forſake you, and de 
even that he knows you, rather than ſuff 


for being of your Acquaintance. Chriſtiani 
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Cowardice are entirely inconſiſtent ; 
the former is, the latter can have no 
the one being a Warfare for which the 
ris. not qualify d. Now if that Cauſe 
ot be ſafe, that is defended by an Army, 
re the Common Soldiers are many of em 
ous and fearful ; what great Danger muſt 
be in, where the Officers themſelves are 
bid with this Paſhon? If Chriſtianity 
be unſafe from the Cowardice of the 
wor Members of the Church Militant, ſure- 
t muſt be mach more ſo, if the ſame can 
bſery'd in thoſe that are in Commiſſion. 
at a poor Excuſe mult it therefore be, my 
ren, for one of us to make, that many 
por Soul is loft for want of our practiſing 
[Truths to em, that truly we were afraid 
we 10 Fear was; however, tis certain, 
re none ought to have been? For I am 
„ 'twas our Saviour's Advice to his Diſci- 
that they might avoid all Fearfulneſs, as 
| as Hypocriſy, in publiſhing his Doctrine, 
t theſe might be the Meaſures of their 
ur, Lake xii. 4, 5. where he addreſſes 
dſelf to em by the moſt endearing Name 
Friends, and ſays; Be not afraid of them 
kill the Body; and after that have no more 
they can do: But I will forewarn you whom 
ſhall fear; fear him, who after he hath kill d, 
Power to caſt into Hell; yea, I ſay unto you, 
him. Therefore this Plea likewiſe is im- 
inent. The 


34. and Taft is a Miſapplication of 0 
titude, Which being a good Thing in it 
where there is room fot it, (as Self-Inte; 
and Fear are not) has been pleaded by m 
and with much more Succels, than eithe 
the other two. Now to ſuch as are alw 
harping upon this String, and pleading Gr; 
titude upon all Occaſions, this may, and 

be ſaid, That where their Actions are ſuct 
are not a Breach bf any poſitive Duty, 
no way conducive to he Deſtruction, or 
triment of their Neighbour, Church, or C 
ſtitution, this Plea may fairly be admitt 
but where they are a ditect Breach of a C 
mand, or any way tending to an ill End 
ſuch Caſes it cannot be pleadable, bec: 
ſurely we are to obey God rather than to » 
Man; God, who not only regards the Na 
of our Actions, but the Deſign with w! 
we commit them, and the End we pro 
by them. So that if it be without 
Doubt or Diſpute, that there are many 
tive Commands in; Scripture, not to wal 
Craftineſs, or to handle the Word of God de: 
fully, in either of the three Inſtances | h 
given of Mens doing either; if they do 
do it with a good Deſign and to a good 
as *tis plain ſuch Things cannot be done; 
I hope I have fully prov'd, that this Plz 
Gratitude fails em, as well as the reſt : 
that they that make it, remain yet entire) 
excuſable. And ſo I pals to the 7 
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e Thing propos d; which was, to make 
aference or two, and ſo conclude. | | 
„ Then, if there are ſuch Perſons as T 
above deſcrib'd, we may from thence 
ply ſee to what is owing, that the Enemies 
bur Church are at any time able to make a 
d againſt it; even to ſuch as are admitted 
he very Heart of i it, and are therefore like- 
do it the moſt effeQqa[Milſchicf; to ſuch 
ire to be thought i its Communion, and 
will join with our Adwerſaries to deſtroy 
but above all, to thoſe, who ſhould be its 
f:t Pillars and Supportexs, who could bear 
Weight of Two or Three hurches, and will 
fer be overloaded with Pluralities, and yet 
the Care of the Church in general too 
y for their Shoulders, and will at any time, 
ugh they receive their Bread from i it, lift up 
Heel againſt it, I am aſham d to think that 
e ſhould be ſuch Men ʒ and I dare aver, that 
hing could have hurt it, our Adverſaries 
ing ſo little to urge agalalt it, had we not 
breunately been divided among ourſelves ; 
ve could never have been, had Men ſought 
r Truth, as well as Preferment. 
ly, If the Excuſes theſe Men make for 
mſelves, have no Weight, as I think I have 
vn in the ſeveral Anſwers I have made to 
Mm; let us not only abhor the Thoughts of 
In others, but alſo, Ict us abominate the ſame 
ourſelves, Let us be what we ſeem: Let 
Imitate that God, with whom is no Varia- 
| bleneſs, 
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